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The Annual General Meeting of the Karachi Zarthosti Banu Mandal will be broadcasted live through Zoom, on Wednesday, November 17, 2021 

at 5:30 pm, from the Manijeh Hommie Mehta Building, Sohrab Katrak Parsi Colony, Karachi.  

Due to the ongoing Covid 19 Pandemic, the AGM will be held remotely and It will be broadcasted live on Zoom.  

 The Zoom link can only be emailed two days prior to the AGM, ie on Monday 15 November 2021 midday.  

 AGM is ONLY for members of KZBM, kindly access the link if you are a KZBM member. What’s On being the only newsletter from Karachi, 

its mailing has been requested by many Zarthushti non-members, and the zoom link will go to all. Kindly DO NOT ACCESS THE ZOOM 

LINK if you are not a member of KZBM. Your understanding will be valued. 

 

 

LINEN & CLOTHES FOR FUNERAL RITES 

When a dear one departs, the family sometimes does not have - or know where to get - the required items. To meet this need, KZBM has made 

complimentary packets with the required items and placed them at New Shezdegah at Parsi Gate, Avari Colony. You may ask for them, from the 

attending Nassessalar.   
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Sharmeen Behram Mehri Awarded 

An Archival Creators Fellowship by SAADA 

 

KZBM is pleased to inform our readers that Sharmeen Mehri, daughter of our Honorary 

Treasurer Roshan and late Behram Mehri has been awarded a fellowship by South Asian 

American Digital Archive (SAADA) for a research project to examine and preserve the migration 

experiences of Zoroastrians from South Asia in USA. 

The announcement reads: 

“Congratulations to University at Buffalo Department of English, PhD student Sharmeen Mehri, 

who has been awarded an Archival Creators Fellowship from the South Asian American Digital 

Archive (SAADA). 

Sharmeen Mehri is a Pakistani international Ph.D. student in the English department at the 

University at Buffalo. Her research focuses on postcolonial theory and literature with an 

interdisciplinary focus on archival and visual studies.  

She completed her Master’s degree at Hunter College, CUNY where she was a dedicated writing 

tutor and teacher of writing and rhetoric. Her research project will seek to examine and preserve the migration experiences of Zoroastrian South 

Asians to the United States. With a specific focus on the narrative of assimilation or dissimilation, she will carry out and collect oral interviews to 

highlight an often-overlooked minority group in the South Asian diaspora. By recording a diverse range of voices, this archive will document how 

Zoroastrians preserve or adapt their cultural expressions within the context of the broader American immigrant experience. 

. 

. 
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Our very own Chef Zarnak Sidhwa wins the 

Best Cooking Influencer of the Year Award 

from MASTERCLASS Pakistan! 

 

Hearty congratulations!!   

 

. 

. 

. 
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Jimmy Engineer conferred Jinnah Award 

 

The Jinnah Society conferred its prestigious Jinnah Awards on prominent artist and 

social worker Jimmy Engineer, and SOS Children’s Villages Pakistan Founding President 

Souriya Anwar in recognition of their selfless services for the humanity at large 

particularly for the special and orphaned children.  The community thanks Jimmy for 

his selfless service to humanity. 

You may read more at:  https://www.biztoday.news/2018/12/18/the-jinnah-society-

conferred-its-jinnah-award-to-souriya-anwar-and-jimmy-engineer/ 

.. 

. 

 

https://www.biztoday.news/2018/12/18/the-jinnah-society-conferred-its-jinnah-award-to-souriya-anwar-and-jimmy-engineer/
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Tushna Patel has the toughest win at   

4th Gwadar Off Road Rally 2021 

 

Amongst fierce competition in the ladies pro class, Tushna secured the 1st position by 

a margin. The terrain was 130 km long, scraping the Iran border and, Tushna posted a 

time of 1 hour 48 minutes, beating most men in the game.  

 At the award ceremony she wore a traditional Balouchi suit as the race was in Gwadar, 

Balouchistan. “I felt that when I went on stage I would represent all the women of that 

province and Pakistan. 

Next Rally will be in the Thal desert of Punjab in end-November, and we wish her 

continued success!  

. 

. 

. 
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RASHNA GAZDER’S FUND RAISER CONCERT 

FOR LADY DUFFERIN HOSPITAL 

Daily Times of Karachi had published a laudatory and comprehensive article on the above concert, and it is a pleasure to include it in our 

newsletter.  

“Pakistani online concert viewed globally 

What a musical extravaganza for Pakistan and the world! Rashna Gazder and her group Harmony in Helping Hands surged ahead once more 

in the support of Lady Dufferin Hospital by organising their seventh fundraiser in the form of an online concert on Friday. 

The online concert was viewed by worldwide audiences from North America to the Middle East to Australia. 

A heartwarming effort of so many musicians during the second year of the pandemic made this concert a truly memorable initiative.”   



OUR FRIENDS  
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BMH-PGH and KZBM FLU VACCINE 

We request the community to please give their names for this vaccine latest by Friday 5 November 2021. After that NO names will be accepted. 

Please note. 

Please remember to bring a copy of your CNIC when you come to Parsi General Hospital for the above vaccine. Thank you. 
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KPI’s Sirpa Grove makes a start 

KPI inaugurated its Urban Forest named as Sirpa** Grove on Sunday 26 September 2021 bringing together various associations and individuals. 

A start to the project was made when President of KPI Roshan Behram Mehri met the President of I AM KARACHI (IAK) Mr Saad Amanullah and Mrs  
Ambareen Thompson, Executive Director of IAK in July 2021 at Mama School’s opening of murals on its walls.  Roshan initially wanted IAK to paint 
the KPI walls, but during conversations with IAK, the idea of having an Urban Forest in KPI was suggested. 

Soon like-minded associations:  State Life Insurance Corporation of Pakistan (SLIC), Department of Parks and Horticulture of KMC, Eli Lilly, Eden 
Gardeners and KZBM collaborated, and the digging started.     

The Community has also generously donated saplings.  Both the Parsi Schools viz Mama Parsi and BVS School children and, the KZBM Child 
Chapter have donated plants and also planted tree saplings themselves. The planting is well thought out with trees that will best thrive in the soil 
and water at KPI and, planted in a manner that there is walk-path around the planted trees. 

Barrister Murtaza Wahab, the Karachi Administrator who inaugurated the Sirpa Grove has committed to donate 5000 trees over the next three 
years.  We may not be able to accommodate all 5000 trees at KPI but we are well on our way to planting 500 trees. 

The Sirpa Grove marks the plantation of an Urban Forest by the Parsi Community in Karachi.  The effort is to reduce the carbon footprint and 
reintroduce the birds, bees and vital plants and animal life which are a gift to the city of Karachi, especially in its densely populated area of 
Saddar.  The main challenge will be to maintain and look after this green space for the future of our Community and the city. 



  ** A little bit of history will also interest our readers:  Sirpa is the reverse of Parsi and was a suggested name by late John Cowasjee,  for a 
restaurant opened at KPI when Toxy Cowasjee was the President. 
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QUICK & EASY RECIPES BY SHIRRIN RUMI SARKARE 

  

What’s On sincerely thanks Shirrin for selecting and emailing us quick and easy recipes from her 

website https://mylittleparseekitchenandmore.com/  to meet the request of a reader.  We have now learnt that the reader is looking for quick and 

easy Parsi recipes only.  As we know Parsi cooking is time consuming and have informed her accordingly.  It then seems unfair to trouble Shirrin to 

select and send from her website.  However, if any reader would like this section to continue do kindly write at kzbm1912@gmail.com and we will 

carry on.  

  

 

MILESTONES 

Janam 

Cyrus, a baby boy to Fareeza & Dinsha Mistree, brother to Hormazd and,  grandson to Meher & Zarir Doctor and Yashfara & Farrokh Mistree on 

October 1, 2021, in Sunnyvale, California, USA 

 

Mikael, a baby boy to Sarah and Shiroy Doctor, grandson to Shermeen & Jal Kaikobad and Farida & Cyrus Doctor on 4 October 2021 

https://mylittleparseekitchenandmore.com/
mailto:kzbm1912@gmail.com


 

Maran  
Boman Noshirwan Kotwal, husband of Amy Kotwal, father of Jamshed and Khursheed Kotwal on 30 September 2021 

 

Hutokshi Rattan Khambatta, daughter of Late Baimai & Rattan Khambatta,  Sister of Freni Jamshed Mehta and Kaity Darabshaw Bhadha on 17 

October 2021 

Hutokshi was blessed with a large close-knit family whom she loved and interacted with regularly, and they in turn bonded with her 

warmly. She lived a full life contributing wherever she was.  

 

Aban Rustom Irani, Wife of Rustom Sorab Irani, Mother of Sharukh Behrana,  Zubin & Katherina Irani, and Zarmina & Bahman Masani on 25 

October 2021 

 

Dhun Rustomji Dastur, Sister of Keky Rustomji Dastur and (Late) Dorab Rustomji Dastur on 27 October 2021 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

WHAT’S MORE 

OUR FAITH 

Zoroastrian Philosophy 

On September 16, 2021 before highlighting the Zoroastrian philosophy embedded in the kusti prayers,  Justice (Retd) Rohinton Nariman stated 

that from the time he visited Mt Abu with his wife Sanaya in 1982 and "built my first house here, I actually feel I belong to both Mt Abu and Abu 

Road.”  

Having demitted his judicial office in the Supreme Court just a month prior, the relaxed Nariman urged, "Aspire to become a person who follows 

the path of truth… Do not follow the path of power but of duty… Be humble in all your endeavors… You must have the strength of character to 

fight evil… (for) he is wicked who is well intentioned to those who are wicked…”  



Ahura Mazda Khodae recommends devotees to abjure 11 evils — included among which are being willfully deaf, willfully blind, conceding to 

tyrants — and to tread instead the path of goodness. 

 

"What is courage without wisdom? Even a terrorist has courage but it is misused or misapplied. What is the importance of intelligence unless 

accompanied by a vision to translate it into something good? Do good to the extent possible. Never stray from the faith. Do not be quarrelsome 

but a binding force… Most important, give of yourself,” recommended the respected judge as his little grandson Cyrus Nariman Alva darted back 

and forth between the podium and the audience. 

Excerpt from ‘Roots in Rajasthan’ by Parinaz Gandhi 

Published in Parsiana of October 21-November 6, 2021 

 

AND… 

A Sikh woman competed in the Breast Stroke division of an English Channel Swimming Competition. 

 

A French woman came first, an Englishwoman second. 

 

The Sardarni reached the shore last completely exhausted. After being revived with blankets and coffee, she was finally able to speak 

 

"I don't want to complain, but I think those other two girls used their arms." 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Editor:  Sunnu F Golwalla 

Despatch: Last Saturday of the month. 

Previous Issues:  www.banumandal.com/what’s on 

Change of email: inform on kzbm1912@gmail.com to ensure continuity of receipt of newsletter. 

Input from Community Members only: on kzbm1912@gmail.com latest by last Thursday of the month. If received later it will be placed in the following issue. 

To unsubscribe:  Write UNSUBSCRIBE in subject line and email to kzbm1912@gmail.com 
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