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KZBM PROGRAMME 
The lockdown is a bit challenging having extended beyond two months, but do continue take 
all the sensible precautions in the interest of your own health, that of your family and, 
elders around. Your thoughtfulness for others will keep our community safe.  
 
Couple of cautions: Young persons who are not taking precautions can unknowingly pass on 
the virus to others and, Covid-19 can leave a person weak for weeks if they are on other side 
of 50.  Also, hospitals no longer have beds for these patients as Pakistanis went overboard 
during Eid holidays and cases have mounted. 
 
 

Z-CLIPS 
ACROSS THE RAINBOW  
Rashna Gazder’s 6th Fund Raiser 

 

Not deterred by the lockdown, Rashna Gazder decided to do 

her annual fund-raiser concert ‘Online’ on the 3rd day of Eid 

holidays in Pakistan, on 27 May 2020. Her son Darayus who 

conceived the idea was equally undeterred by lack of 

sophisticated technology and accepted home-based 

recordings, added to them apt and pleasing visual effects, 

and got the show on the road. 

The concert was viewed in Australia, India, Pakistan, Doha, 

Dubai, UK, USA and Canada. and has already brought in 6-

digit donations and more keeps coming.  The fund-raising is for National Institute of Child Health, which is a 500 

bedded hospital and provides FREE OF COST treatment to hundreds of thousands of children every year. It serves 

patients primarily from all over Sindh and Baluchistan, being the only such free facility available to them in this entire 

region.  It is a public sector hospital with overload of patients needing huge donations to survive.  

An hour and half of concert with 24 performances, which could only be from those who have a piano at home or singing 

talent with recording facility. There was as much ‘heart’ as there was talent.  

Since about three years Rashna has been dedicating one of her items to Zoroastrian/s who had expired in that year in 

extraordinary circumstances. The last item of this concert was dedicated to all victims of recent PIA flight Lahore to 

Karachi, with of course particular reference to our beloved late Phiruze Ogra. 

Each performer’s participation in the good cause is valued, not forgetting our young host of the programme, Dina Patel. I 

can only add ‘Ustahte’ :  happiness to them who bring happiness to others. 

 

 

Top 10 Schools of Pakistan (2019-20) 



No.10 – Bai Virbaijee Soparivala Parsi School, Karachi 
(Complete article can be read at:  https://entremuse.com/?p=4247) 

In creating the Top 10 schools of Pakistan list, Entremuse Publications processed over 150 of Pakistan’s education 

ministry recognized schools/colleges that meet the following selection criteria: 

• Being accredited, licensed and/or chartered by the education ministry of Pakistan. 

• Offering at least two-year matriculation and/or at least one-year intermediate programs. 

• Delivering courses predominantly in a traditional face-to-face, non-distance education format. 

‘Entremuse Publicatons‘ Top 10 schools of Pakistan aims to provide a non-academic League Table of the top 10 schools 

in Pakistan on unbiased and valid metrics, studies, and opinions. 

Top 10 schools of Pakistan (2019-20)  :  No. 10 – Bai Virbaijee Soparivala Parsi School, Karachi 

 

BVS Parsi School, Karachi (Picture: SportsClick) 

Founded by the Parsi community in 1859, Bai Virbaijee Soparivala is among the country’s oldest centres for primary and 

secondary education. Despite its age, the school has progressed technologically to the extent that books have effectively 

been replaced by computer systems as means of teaching. 

It was originally established as Parsi Virbaiji Soparivala, but was renamed to Bai Virbaijee Soparivala in 1875 when 

Governor of Bombay (now Mumbai) H.E. Sir Robert Temple visited the school. The current block was designed by the 

renowned Jewish architect Moses Somake and was completed in 1906. 

The school has had a rich history of academic achievements since its inception, and also has a strong alumni association. 

Farooq Sattar, Ardeshir Cowasjee, and Waqar Zaka are graduates of BVS. 

2016-17 ranking: 15   2017-18 ranking: 12   2018-19 ranking: 11 

Academics: 11/16   Co-curricular: 5/14   Sports: 4/10 

https://entremuse.com/?p=4247


Environment: 6/13   Faculty: 10/17 

University admissions: 7/20   Prestige of notable alumni: 4/10 

Overall score: 47/100 

 

OUR FRIEND 

Travelogue by Rumi Sarkari 
Regrettably this month Rumi is unable to send a travelogue because his computer has a problem and due to lockdown, 

he is unable to have it sorted.  Hopefully next month he will catch up. 

 

MILESTONES   

JANAM 

Shahryar, a son to Sunober and Spitaman Cooper, brother to Shahrzad, grandson to Havovee and Rustomshah    

Maneckji and Dosi and Zubin Cooper on 26 April 2020 in Toronto, Canada 

 

Maran 
Ex-Karachiite: Roshan (Rozanne) Jamula, wife of (late) Aspi Jamula on 25 April 2020 in London, England 

Darayus (Dara) Lovji Vannia, husband of Roshan Vannia, father of Vahbiz Azdin Virji, father in-law of Azdin Virji, brother 

of Feroze (Filli) Lovji Vannia (London, England) and Ruby Burjin Kotwal (Sydney, Australia) on 29 April 2020 

Ex-Karachiite: Freny Minocher Kharas, wife of (late) Minocher Kharas, mother of Goher D Mobed and (late) Meherjee 

Kharas, mother in-law of Darayes Mobed and Jasmin M Kharas on 29 April 2020 in Clewiston, Florida, USA 

Ex-Karachiite: Farhad Khurshed Minwalla, brother of Feramerz Minwalla, and (late) Zarine Balsara, (late) Minoo 

Minwalla and (late) Jimmy Minwalla on 5 May 2020 in Los Angeles, California, USA 

Aban Adi Cawasji, wife of late Adi Cawasji and mother of Soonita Jvaid on 6 May 2020 

Ex-Karachiite: Boman Behram Boatwalla, husband of Roshan and father of Vera and Dinar Boatwalla and brother of 

Roda Boatwalla and (late) Phiroz Boatwalla on 7 May 2020 in Toronto, Canada 

Ex-Karachiite: Nargiz Naval Patel, wife of (late)Naval Patel, mother of Dinaz Mehta and Hutokshi Hira, mother in law of 

Vispy Mehta and Rumi Hira, on 12 May 2020 in Sydney, Australia 

Ex-Karachiite: Cawas Daruwalla, husband of Farida Daruwalla, father of Shiraz Billimoria and Spitam Daruwalla and 

Father- in-law of Cyrus Billimoria, on 13 May 2020 in New Mexico, USA 

Ex-Karachiite: Nargis Minoo Marolia, wife of (late) Minoo J Marolia, mother of Cyrus Marolia and mother in-law of Dana 

Marolia on 20 May 2020 in Germany 

 

Phiruze Framroze Ogra ** sister of Nusserwanji and Mazdiyar Ogra, and sister-in-law of Farida N Ogra and Shirin M Ogra 
on 22 May 2020 in a plane crash of PIA flight from Lahore to Karachi. 



**In early 2000 I was on a Star cruise, and Phiruze was in the group. I noticed that she took the most 
adventurous and breath-taking rides on offer; such was her spirit. As a person, I found that she was a lady of 
quiet dignity and a warm well-wishing heart.  Her passing away is grieved by all who knew her, and we pray 
that she is granted Garothman Behest. - SFG 

 

Ex-Karachiite: Villie Furdoon Mehta(nee Wania), sister of Mani H Wania, Marezban Wania and Late Feroze, Furrokh and 

Jamshed Wania and late Jeroo Antia on 25 May 2020 in Mumbai, India 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

WHAT’S MORE 

Good Health  

 



 

 

 

Our Song 

The music video ‘We are Zoroastrians’ 
By the Kavarana family 

 

Most of you must have listened to the video as it has gone viral, but those who have not may click on the link below. 

https://youtu.be/EDCVC141XYk 

https://youtu.be/EDCVC141XYk


A bit of background to this is added for our readers interest: In May 2016 at the 29th Annual General Meeting of 
FEZANA, the hosts Zoroastrian Association of Michigan (ZAOM) hosted a Gala Event, at which the kids of ZAOM - as a 
part of the entertainment segment - sang a completely new English version of Chaiye Hame Zarthoshti, written by 
Anahita Kavarana. 

In May 2020 the Kavarana family placed this beautiful song on the YouTube, which as we know has gone viral. It is a 
Kavarana family project with vocals by Anahita's younger daughter Ferzeen, video composition by older daughter 
Farah. Instrumental (2 ukuleles) played by the girls and of course, the lyrics are by Anahita Kavarana. 

Anahita has shared with us what inspired her to write this song: 

“We are honoured and happy that your newsletter would like to cover our humble attempt at an English rendition of the 
famous "Chaiyye Hume Zarathoshti" song. My goal in writing this simple version is to make this song more accessible to 
our younger English-speaking generation. As a child who grew up in Bombay, India I always sang this song in gatherings 
but did not completely understand it due to the 'shudh' Gujarati words, some of which I had never heard before even 
though I was brought up speaking local Gujarati. 

I wanted my kids and all the young Zoroastrians to be able to understand and feel each word they sing, so they may 
feel the pride and joy of being a Zoroastrian as they sing together. 

I'm happy that this song is finally reaching many. – Anahita” 

 

 

AND… 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Editor:  Sunnu F Golwalla 

Despatch: Last Saturday of the month. 

Previous Issues:  www.banumandal.com/what’s on 

Change of email: inform on kzbm1912@gmail.com to ensure continuity of receipt of newsletter. 

http://www.banumandal.com/what's
mailto:kzbm1912@gmail.com


Input from Community Members only: on kzbm1912@gmail.com latest by last Thursday of the month. If received 

later it will be placed in the following issue. 

To unsubscribe:  Write UNSUBSCRIBE in subject line and email to kzbm1912@gmail.com 

 
 
For noting in your diary: 

Day/Date Time Venue Event and its details 

    

Every day   Be responsible and thoughtful about protecting yourself, 
your family and elders. 

    

Frequently   Do interact with family and friends through good old phone 
or electronically 
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