July 2016
KZBM PROGRAMME
A movie followed by Bahmanyu Dinner

September 2015 What’s On carried a posting regarding this film and some readers wrote asking that KZBM arrange
to show it to the community here. On making a request, the Director of the film Oorvazi Irani gifted the film to us
and KZBM is pleased to show it to the Zoroastrians of Karachi.
The film is about a young Zoroastrian woman, Oorvazi (who also plays the lead role in the film), who lives in a
remote home with her grandfather. As he is about to die, he leaves her a mysterious message and a more
mysterious book. On his death, she journeys to Mumbai where she is welcomed in her aunt’s home by her aunt’s
adopted son who confesses that he still loves her.
As the movie progress, the mystery her grandfather has left her with is revealed through historical figures of
Zoroastrians that Oorvazi comes across. The mystery of the book too is revealed. Are these figures and the magical
book real or figments of a philosophical imagination? Does her quest end in love or in understanding? Come, see
and find out.
Date:
Saturday, 23 July 2016
Venue: KZBM Hall
Time:
7.30 pm
Ticket per person: Rs 450
No tickets will be issued at the event venue. Tickets not paid for and collected by the due date will mean
cancellation of your name from the list.
Last Date: Tuesday, 19 July 2016 till 1 pm

For Your Convenience
There will be no Navroze Sale/Mela this year, but on Saturday 6th
August and Saturday 13th August from 11am to 1pm KZBM
committee members will be present to sell the usual stitched
items:
•
•
•

Kindly make a diary note.

Sadras, pyjamas nighties
towels, bed linen and kitchen items
children's clothes and ladies dresses

The KZBM Child Chapter
Fram Dinshaw’s Birthday
Fram Eddie Dinshaw is long since a grown man and will be amused as well as pleased to know that Zarthosti children
in Karachi between the ages of 6‐15 years celebrate his birthday through the Banu Mandal Child Chapter every year.
A fund for the celebration was set up by his paternal grandmother Aloo Minocher Dinshaw at the time of his birth in
1954, with the intent that while her grandson enjoyed his birthday, so would the children of Banu Mandal. This
tradition has been kept alive.

The diligent ladies of Child Chapter with their thrift have also perpetuated the fund so that befitting
celebration is organized every year at the latest attraction for children. This year on Sunday 29th May the
celebration was held at the Atlantis Indoor Theme Park at the Ocean Mall, which has an array of exciting
play rides and video games. The fun continued at the McDonald’s in the same Mall leaving all 38 children
entertained and exhausted enough to head home.

Eid Gift Boxes for
Children’s Cancer Hospital
On Saturday 18 June, KZBM Child Chapter members brought shoe boxes generously filled with goodies. These were
then beautifully wrapped and hand‐made cards with personalised messages were pasted on the boxes. The Eid gift
boxes were later given to the Children's Cancer Hospital at Ayesha Manzil, Federal B Area.

KZBM/PPCA Car Rally
Saturday 11 June 2016
Four teams took off from the KPI to the Cantt, to Kala Pul and brought back paratha, pizza hut menu card, Ambala
shopping receipt along with scores of photos solving the quiz. Polad Polad gifted generous prizes to the delight of all
recipients, including the sporty last team!

WINNERS: From L: Zubin Irani (Shahryar Polad presenting
the prize and Polad Polad looking on), Behram and
Kaizer Irani, Hufrish and Rayomand Shroff

3RD POSITION: (Katherina Irani, Programme Secretary)
Roozbeh Baria, Soonita Wadia, Arnaz Framji,
Soonu Kandawalla and Dilshad Irani

2ND POSITION: Frayan Doctor, Taimur Minwalla,
Cyrus Petigara, Shiroy Doctor and Raizan
Mavalvala

AND THE SPORTY LAST ONE!!

Z‐CLIPS
The Everlasting Flame
by Cyrus Piran Karanjia

Atash on top of the

Fire Temple in The Mengusi Pars iDharamshala of the Delhi Parsi Anjuman

When someone knows you are a Zoroastrian aka Parsi they instantly they become Curious George and ask you tons
of questions: some we are able to answer but sometimes even we question ourselves if we know the right answer to
it or not.
From 20th March 2016 to 29th May 2016, the beautiful city New Delhi in India
decided to showcase the oldest religion (Zoroastrianism) by organising
exhibitions, movies and much more under the banner of "The Everlasting
Flame”. It showcased our culture, history and the rich heritage which we hold
dear to us? While we are known to be outgoing and happy people who talk a
lot, the exhibition and the artifacts placed there and the stories which were part
of the movies and other festivities, said it all in its own way.
From left: Shaun Malbari, Cyrus Karanjia, Dr Shernaz Cama and Jamshed Irani

Return Roots 2016:
A Lahore Attendee’s Experience:

The RTR 2016 group at the Sanjan Stambh. Shireen is in the top row, fourth from right, and her
sister Nelofer is third from right

Living in Lahore as a Parsi, I recall my childhood growing up among other Parsi children from the community. Within
a short span of time, most families migrated, leaving my siblings and me as the only children of the community in

Lahore. With no other children left in the community, we felt alone and lost touch with the older generation also left
behind.
The community has not had a mobed in almost two decades, plus given the minute size of the community (less than
25 today) there were no religious classes offered ‐ we grew up with negligible knowledge about the religion we came
from. I grew up with a severe identity crisis, "naam na Parsi" (Parsi just by name) is what my siblings and I would call
ourselves. Living with Muslims all my life, I knew more about their religion than I did about mine.
My sister Nelofer and I were fortunate enough to be a part of the RTR 2016 programme. We heard about it from our
cousin, who had been an earlier participant. We applied for the programme as it was an opportunity for us to
understand who we are and maybe put an end to our life long identity crisis. A month later, we landed in Mumbai
along with 10 other participants who came from USA, Canada, Iran, Australia, Pakistan and shocking for me, even
from India.
The Return to Roots programme truly allows young Zoroastrians from all over the world to connect with their
religious and cultural identity. When I came on this tour, I came with a strong identity crisis but I left with a better
understanding and a stronger sense of identity and belonging. Even though I got more information than I could
grasp, I left with more knowledge than I had arrived with. I want to keep going back to India and reconnecting with
my roots and gain a deeper understanding with time.
Shireen Neville Patel

OUR FRIENDS
The YMZA/Dastur Dr Dhalla Institute’s
Jamshed Mehta English Elocution Competition
Sunday August 07, 2016 at 11 am at Banu Mandal Hall
This Elocution is open for all Zarthosti school‐going children in the
following age categories on any Religious or Moral topic in English:
∙ Under 5 years of age
∙ Montessori & Class 1
∙ Classes 2, 3 & 4
∙ Classes 5, 6 & 7
∙ Classes 8, 9 & 10
∙ Classes 11, 12, 13 (“O” & “A” Levels)
(Depending on age groups these may be either further sub‐divided or combined together)
Conditions:
*
UPTO 3 minutes per speaker (to be strictly enforced for ALL age categories).
*
Passages need not be necessarily be on religion & preaching‐ but can also be a story.
*
Creative and older children are encouraged to speak about personal experiences.
*
Children must speak in a conversational tone to arouse interest in audience.
Names should be given by August 2, 2016 to: Shahrazad Irani, Behroze Khambatta, Kaizer Irani, Natasha Mavalvala &
Natasha Mobed

The YMZA/Dastur Dr Dhalla Institute’s
Hilla & Noshir Jamasji Drawing & Painting Competition

Sunday July 31, 2016 at 11 am at Beach Luxury Hotel (Aquarius Hall)
Time limit: 2 hours
Age categories (years): 3 & 4; 5, 6 &7; 8, 9 & 10; 11, 12 & 13;
14, 15 & 16; 17 & 18 (please mention the date of birth when giving
the names)
Medium: Pencil colours, crayons, oil pastels and water colours TO
BE BROUGHT BY PARTICIPANTS
MARKERS, GLITTERS AND PENS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED
Names should be given by July 27, 2016 to: Shahrazad Irani,
Behroze Khambatta, Kaizer Irani, Natasha Mavalvala or Natasha
Mobed

Zoroastrian Endowments at
The Aga Khan University Hospital (AKUH)
There are two Zoroastrian endowment funds at the AKUH: The Soparivala Endowment and The Kandawalla
Endowment. Every year AKU publish reports of utlisation of these endowments with a request to disseminate the
information to the community: This has been done through the What’s On. As per past practice, Soparivala
Endowment report appears first: in this issue, and the Kandawalla Endowment in the next, being the order in which
these funds were set up.

THE SOPARIVALA ENDOWMENT
ANNUAL REPORT 2015
OVERVIEW
The Soparivala Endowment Fund at the Aga Khan University Hospital (AKUH) was established in 1995 through the
benevolence of Noshir and Mehroo Soparivala and became effective in 1998. The market value of the endowment as
at December 31, 2015 is valued at PKR 20.8 million.
Since the commencement of disbursements from the fund 18 years ago, the endowment has served 163 inpatients
and 707 outpatients of the Zoroastrian community with a disbursement of PKR 9.80 million, enabling these patients
to access high quality medical treatment AKUH. The maximum assistance, up to 80% of treatment costs, has been
provided by the Endowment Fund.
DISBURSEMENT
During the year ended December 31, 2015, disbursement from the Soparivala Endowment amounted to PKR 1.41
million. This supported 11 inpatient and 65 outpatient visits at AKUH.
A representative of the Zoroastrian community and Mr Nadir Noorddin, Manager Patient Welfare at AKUH, continue
to receive requests for assistance from patients and / or their family members and provide financial assistance to
needy patients from the Zoroastrian community.
Aga Khan University

Mushkil Asaan Prayers
What’s On of December 2013 had announced: “Mr Jal Setna has taken
an excellent initiative to have monthly communal prayers for the well‐
being of our country and the community. A beginning will be made

on Friday 6th December 2013 at 5:30 pm at Jamshed Bagh community hall. All Zarthushtis are cordially invited.”
Sadly Mr Setna is no longer able to continue this communal gathering due to health problems and had announced at
the last month’s prayers of his inability to do so, inviting any Zarthushti to come forward and continue. Regrettably
no one is willing to take the responsibility. Therefore the donations received at the prayers over a period of time will
be divided by Mr Setna between the two agiaries and the Parsi General Hospital. We thank Mr Setna for his
community spirit, and wish him good health and happiness.

Navroze Collection
Traditional collection that the Nessessalars make from the community for Papeti, they intend to commence in end‐
June. This is for your information and contribution as you deem appropriate.

MILESTONES
Janam
Farhad, a boy to Spenta and Kaizad Purveyor on 18th May. Grandson to Goolu and Kayomarz Sethna and Gulistan
and Godrej Purveyor.

Maran
Ervad Kaivan Maneck Solan, s/o Maneck and Meher, brother of Parinaz Patel and Farahnaz Solan on 30th May (an
Eulogy by Kaivan’s family appears below)
Jer Rusi Parakh, w/o (Late ) Rusi Cowasji Parakh, m/o (Late) Hoshang Parakh, Gool Messman, Persis Dastur and Soli
Parakh on 1st June
Naju Pesi Bhadha, m/o Behnaz Sawak Talati on 4th June

Heaven Won An Angel Too Soon!
Ervad Kaivan Maneck Solan
(7th December 1987 ‐ 30th May 2016)
Kaivan started BVS Montessori in 1990 and in 1993 he was admitted in Class I‐A.
He did his Matriculation in 2003.Then he went to DHA College for Men and to PAF‐
KIET University thereafter, where he did his BBA and MBA. Having said that Kaivan
was also a priest and practiced regularly at The GariKhata Agyari. He was trained
to become a priest by (Late) Ervad Farhad Keki Dastur here in Karachi. He did his
Navar and Martab from The Vatcha Gandhi Agyari, Mumbai under the supervision
of Dastur Dadachanji. Being a banker by profession he on weekends used to serve
the Community selflessly.
Our dear Kaivan left us at the age of 28. He will fondly be remembered by
numerous people whose lives he touched. We would like to thank the entire
community for the unconditional support and love they showed towards us during
our difficult time. As we bade farewell to our dear Kaivan we console ourselves by

understanding that God’s plans are always greater than ours and that our dear Kaivan is in a better place.

God saw he was getting tired,
And a cure was not meant to be.
So he put His arms around him,
And whispered ‘Come with me.’
With tearful eyes we watched Kaivan,
As he passed away.
Although we loved him deeply,
We could not make him stay.
A golden heart stopped beating,
Hardworking hands at rest.
God broke our hearts to prove to us,
He only takes ‘The Best.’
Dear Kaivan, we shall miss you terribly.
May your soul rest in eternal peace. Ameen!

Meher, Maneck, Parinaz (Patel) & Faranaz Solan

POSTINGS
If a Zarthosti boy wants to be a Navar

Isphanyar Bhandara is willing to sponsor him fully but on the
condition that the potential navar should be willing to perform a
ritual for any agayari in Pakistan. Interested family may write to
kzbm1912@gmail.com stating the full name and date of birth of the
boy.

Help Restore the 173 year old S R Patel Agiary of Pune
By arZan on Jun 21, 2016 in Parsi Khabar
The SR Patel Agiary is a 173 year old agiary serving the Parsi
community in Pune. The agiary is in the midst of a massive
restoration project, to bring the building back to its former glory.
Dear friend and architect Kaiyan Mistree, who is involved with the
project, writes in…

“Hi All, my name is Kaiyan Mistree, over the past few months I have got involved in the restoration of a 173 year old
S.R Patel Agiary in Pune. A very dynamic, passionate and young Trustee Jehangir Vakil has taken upon himself to
bring this Agiary back to its regal glory. Help us make this dream into reality by spreading the word and help us raise
funds to make it all happen. Do feel free to email us if you have any queries at srpatelagiary@gmail.com Thanks so
Much!”
Interestingly in all these years of covering all topics Parsi, I must say that this probably is the first Agiary that has its
own Facebook AND Instagram accounts. If you would like to donate via an India bank account, here are the details:
Sardar Sorabji Ratanji Patel Trust
Indian Bank – Nanapeth Branch,
613‐B, Parsi Agiary Compound,
Nanapeth, Pune, Maharashtra – 411002.
IFSC CODE – IDIB000N012
CBS CODE – 00023
Savings Account – 495017464
Make a note for Agiary Building Repairs
For foreign transactions, please email srpatelagiary@gmail.com for further details.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

WHAT’S MORE
GOOD LIFE
One often thinks about what is it that makes people happy? What one
has to do in order to achieve happiness?
First and foremost is good health. If you do not enjoy good health,
you can never be happy. Any ailment, however trivial, will deduct
something from your happiness.
Second, a healthy bank balance. It need not run into crores, but it
should be enough to provide for comforts, and there should be
something to spare for recreation—eating out, going to the movies,
travel and holidays in the hills or by the sea. Shortage of money can
be demoralising. Living on credit or borrowing is demeaning and lowers one in one’s own eyes.
Third, your own home, if it has garden space, all the better. Plant your own trees and flowers, see them grow and
blossom, and cultivate a sense of kinship with them.
Fourth, an understanding companion, be it your spouse or a girlfriend or a best friend. If you have too many
misunderstandings, it robs you of your peace of mind. It is better to accept the differences than to be quarrelling all
the time.
Fifth, stop envying those who have done better than you in life—risen higher, made more money, or earned more
fame. Envy can be corroding; avoid comparing yourself with others.
Sixth, do not allow people to descend on you for gossip. By the time you get rid of them, you will feel exhausted
and poisoned by their gossip‐mongering.

Seventh, cultivate a hobby or two that will fulfill you—gardening, reading, writing, painting, playing or listening to
music. It’s important to concentrate on something that keeps you occupied meaningfully.
Eighth, every morning and evening devote 15 minutes to meditation or introspection. In the mornings, 10 minutes
should be spent in keeping the mind absolutely still, and five minutes for listing the things you have to do that day. In
the evenings, five minutes should be set aside to keep the mind still and 10 to go over the tasks you had intended to
do.
Ninth, don’t lose your temper. Try not to be short‐tempered, or vengeful. Even when a friend has been rude, just
move on.
Above all, when the time comes to go, one should go like a person without any regret or grievance against
anyone.

OUR FAITH
Three Grades of Holy Fire in Ascending Order
It is interesting to note that Zarathushtra himself did not mention the three fires. When asked, “Who will protect me
when evil ones threaten?” He replied, “None other than the fire of your mind.” (athrascha manghascha). He
therefore laid stress on the mind, particularly the good mind (Vohu Mana). The physical fire has been a symbol from
pre‐Zarathushtra and has been venerated over the centuries by Aryans, Mazdayasians and Zarathushtis.
There are three grades of fire before which the Zarathushtis pray.

Atash Dadgah is the household fire. However Dadgah in some instances has
been consecrated and placed in a fire temple. This fire can be tended by
laity.

Atash Adran: When Atash Dadgah is consecrated with four different fires
viz, from the house of a priest, a warrior, a cultivator and an artisan, it
becomes Atash Adran and is enthroned in a Dar‐e‐Mehr.

Atash Behram: When 16 fires representing Nature, different trades and
different classes of society are collected and consecrated through elaborate

rituals, they become Atash Behram. This atash is enshrined in an Atash Behram

The oldest Atash Behram, the Iranshah, needs a special mention. This
sacred fire was established in Sanjan in 721 AD by Dasturji Nairyosang
Dhaval. It remained in Sanjan for 669 years. Then moved to Bahrot Caves
for 12 years, Vansda Jungles for 14, and to Navsari for 313 years. Then to
Surat for 3 years, once again to Navsari for 5, and Valsad for one year.
Finally to Udvada since 28 October 1742 and has blazed there ever since.

Source: Global Directory of Zoroastrian Fire Temples by Marazban J Giara

AND…
Wife was in the ICU, the husband was unable to control his tears.
Doctor: We are trying our best but can't guarantee anything. Her body is not reacting. It seems she is in a coma.
Husband: Doctor please save her. She is just 30 years old and the family needs her.
Suddenly something happened: Miraculously the ECG started beeping like crazy, a hand moved, her lips mumbled
and she spoke:
I'm 29!
(Ladies, hope you won’t be cross: let the guys laugh sometimes at our expense!)

Editor: Sunnu F Golwalla
Despatch: Last Saturday of the month.
Previous Issues: www.banumandal.com/what’s on
Change of email: inform on kzbm1912@gmail.com to ensure continuity of receipt of newsletter.
Input from Community Members only: on kzbm1912@gmail.com latest by last Thursday of the month. If received
later it will be placed in the following issue.
To unsubscribe: Write UNSUBSCRIBE in subject line and email to kzbm1912@gmail.com

For noting in your diary:

Day/Date

Time

Venue

Event and its details

Sat 23 Jul

7:30pm

KZBM

Sun 31 Jul

11 am

Sun 07 Aug
Sat 06 &
Sat 13 Aug

11 am
11am to
1 pm

Beach
Luxury
KZBM
KZBM

KZBM: The Path of Zarathushtra + Bahmanju dinner Tkt:
Rs 450
YMZA: Drawing & Painting Competition
YMZA: English Elocution Competition
KZBM: Sale of stitched items

