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KZBM PROGRAMME 
KZBM Programme Subcommittee will plan events once the need for social distancing is over. We take this opportunity 
to mention that right now distancing is the key precaution:  go out only when you need to. Also, eat well / sleep well, 
raise your immunity and remain in touch with your family and friends through technology or the good old telephone.  
Good health to all! 
 
 
 

Z-CLIP 
6th edition of Zoroastrian Return to Roots (2020) 

 

Our group from Karachi, from left:   Homi Aspi Sethna, Faranaz Maneck Solan, Danny Zarir Pohwala, Cyra Mehernosh 

Dumasia, Leea Nadeer Contractor, Zeritta Rustom Mavalvala, Safna Naozer Virjee,   Cyasp and Meher Noshirwani 

 

14 youth from USA, Canada, UK, UAE, India and of course Pakistan, participated in the 6th Return to Roots Trip. RTR had 

its first trip in 2013 and has since run successful ones in 2015, 2016, 2017 2018, leading to the current one. 

The programme - held under the aegis of PARZOR - is run by the youth who return as alumni and devote their time to 

run the trip. 6th RTR orientation was by the 4 alumni who accompanied the group on the entire trip, which covered 

travel to Lonavala, Pune, Nargol, Sanjan, Udvada, Navsari, Surat, Baroda and a full day in the villages of South Gujarat 

with the WZO Trust Funds India. 

(Source: Parsi Khabar) 

The programme originally from 7-21 March, was cut a bit short due to the present pandemic, and our group returned on 

19 March, 2020.  

Most of the participants have enthusiastically shared their experience. These appear in the order they were sent: 

 



Zeritta Mavalvala & Homi Sethna  

With much excitement in the air, the group of the 6th Return to Roots (RTR) program from Karachi assembled at the 

airport’s departure lounge to take off for a 14-day trip to India. As the name of the program implies, young Zoroastrians 

from around the world connected to their roots and got in touch with their religion and culture. From the time we 

landed, we realized how the Parsi community is predominant in the urban and rural fabrics of the country. 

The early morning boat ride on the banks of the Varoli River in Sanjan, where some of the first boats carrying 

Zoroastrians from Iran sailed into the Sanjan port, made us feel as if we were the first to land. Our footprints on the 

sands made lasting impressions on many of the participants. In Mumbai, Khojeste Mistree gave us an overall view of 

Zoroastrians and their practices and also took us to various heritage sites around the city. 

It was an intense, hands-on experience learning different vocations like making daar nee pori and bakhra at the Ratan 

Tata Institute; or making kusti and toran at Jamshed Baug; or even making bricks in a village in Gujarat. Another 

challenging and team-building experience was the military-style boot camp at DATA resort in Lonavala. Our trip would 

not have been fun without an intense game of cricket in the streets of India. How can we forget the taste of authentic 

Parsi food and the restaurants we visited during our trip? Most of these enterprises were similarly run by members of 

the Parsi community. 

To have had an audience with the legend Ratan Tata was an enlightening experience. Visiting different Tata institutions 

gave us the perspective of how they serve the Zoroastrian community and the wellbeing of the country as a whole. We 

visited Jimmy Mistry at the Della Tower. The visit was an intellectual feast and a visual delight. We also got an 

opportunity to visit highly successful corporations run by Parsis, like the Serum Institute and Forbes Marshall. 

It was an overwhelming experience to have visited the Atashbehrams, Agiarys and Doongarwadi sites of Udvada, 

Navsari, and Mumbai. The midnight Boi ceremony in Udvada’s Atashbehram was a surreal experience. We also got an 

interesting insight into the lives of the Mobeds through the Empowering Mobeds Initiative and the visit to Dadar 

Athornan Institute. 

Through this program, we were fortunate to be able to give back to the community. The Clean and Green Udvada 

initiative whereby we collected garbage from the streets of Udvada and placed garbage bins at various points made us 

feel a sense of accomplishment at the end of the day. Our trip would not have been complete without spending quality 

time with the kids at both, Boys and Girls Orphanages in Surat and the WZO Senior Citizen Home in Navsari. The villages 

of Gujarat were a sight to behold. We interacted with some poor families and presented them with gift packs. Our group 

donation was much appreciated. 

Unfortunately, due to the uncertainty and global health crisis, our trip had to be cut short by a few days. All in all, a big 

shout out to all the organizers and volunteers who worked relentlessly so that we could sit back, laugh and make 

pleasant memories. This visit has surely strengthened our ties with our origin and we extend our best wishes to the next 

group of participants who will embark on a similar spiritual journey in the years to come. 

 

Faranaz Solan 

The Zoroastrian Return to Roots program has enabled us to look upon various dimensions of life.  

We met with various influential Zoroastrian personalities like Mr. Khojeste Mistree, Mr. Ratan Tata, Mr. Jimmy Mistry, 

and Mr. Dinshaw Tamboli and were enlightened about the ways these respected people are immensely contributing 

towards our community.   

Learning about how WZO is looking after the old people and orphan children of our community, how Mr. Khojeste 

Mistree is providing the youth with religious guidance and knowledge through his insights and how Mr. Ratan Tata is 

looking after our community through his initiatives like Tata Trust, etc. is an unforgettable experience in its own.  



This program not only enhanced our knowledge regarding our religion, culture, beliefs and traditions, but it also helped 

us in exploring answers to our various questions and giving intellectual satisfaction to our inquisitive minds.  

Many initiatives like the Global Iranshah Initiative inspired us to enhance the youths’ representation to work for the 

wellbeing of our community and contribute as much as we can, in our individual as well as collective capacity to help our 

community grow and prosper.  

 

As a conclusive statement, the Zoroastrian Return to Roots program is a commendable platform and a stupendous way 

of not only inspiring the Zoroastrian youth to take up leadership roles and representing our community, but also gain 

religious and cultural insights through which our community can prosper and I am grateful to all the organizers for 

providing me with such a wondrous opportunity. 

 

Danny Pohwala 

“TAKE EVERY CHANCE YOU GET IN LIFE, BECAUSE SOMETHINGS ONLY HAPPEN ONCE”, KAREN GIBBS. 

The ten-day RTR trip was all about visiting historical and religious sights with our fellow Zoroastrians coming from 

different countries. I got an opportunity to interact with famous Zoroastrian personalities of India and mobed sahibs 

who imparted their valuable religious knowledge, as well as learn about our rich history and culture 

RTR trip explicated a lot of concepts about our religion and helped answering many unanswered questions regarding our 

religious practices. Visiting the Atash Behrams was truly spiritual and once in a lifetime experience, especially for me, a 

Pakistani for whom coming to India had always been a dream unfulfilled. 

RTR programme has created in me a sense of pride of being a Zoroastrian after witnessing colossal contributions our 

ancestors have made in the field of education, entertainment, literature, corporate sector, medicine, architecture and 

literature. I shall always cherish the moments I spent on this trip and I am thankful to the organizers for managing the 

tour amicably and making sure the participants were happy and comfortable. 

 

Cyra Dumasia 

The Zoroastrian Return to Roots 6 was an amazing experience for me. We visited so many places, met such amazing 

people from around the world and also met successful yet humble people.  

We made lots of lovely memories that we will cherish for a very long time.  My advice to everyone is that they 

should apply for this program because it teaches us a lot about our religion and culture and, helps you grow in every 

part. 

 

 

MILESTONES   

Maran 
Dr Minoo Nadirshaw Sukhia, husband of Armine Sukhia, brother of  (late) Soli Sukhia and (late) Roda Rabadi on 29  

February 2020 

Amy (Dolly) Ardeshir Arjani, wife of (late) Ardeshir Arjani, mother of  Speetaman, (late) Faredon and Kawas on 1 March 

2020 



Ex-Karachiite: Perin Shroff  Bhappu, wife of (late) Farrokh Shroff and late) Roshan Bhappu, mother of Homee Shroff and 

Arbez Hoshang Patel on 4 March 2020 in Arizona, USA 

Ex-Karachiite: Rati Maneckji Cooper, sister of late Burjore, Ratan and Behram Cooper, sister in-law of Mehru Cooper 

and aunt of Noshirwan Cooper and Nilufer Shroff on 8 March 2020 in Sydney, Australia. 

Dilaver Sarosh Tadiwala, wife of late Sarosh Tadiwala and mother of Cyrus & Andrea Tadiwala and Alex & Katie Tadiwala 

on 19 March 2020 

Roshan Dinshaw Wania, wife of late Dinshaw Wania and aunt to Dinaz Freddie Sethna, Shirin Mazdi Ogra, Armeen 

Noshir Khan and Scheherazade Zarksis Daroga, Yezdi Maneck Wania, Cyrus Noshir Unwalla, Michael Feroze Unwalla, 

Marzian Feroze Unwalla and Jamsheed Russi Wania on 23 March 2020 

Ex-Karachiite: Ervad Sorabji (Soli) N Mogal, husband of late Katie Magol and father of Farhad & Mahrukh on 24 March 

in Chicago, USA 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

WHAT’S MORE 

 

Good Health 

  

 



Our Faith 

 

Let us do Hambaandagi 

Most Zoroastrians around the world have decided to do a humbandagi at 

6pm each day, at their local time. Hope you will join in and pray 5 Yatha 

and 3 Ashem.   

 

May Ahura Mazda shower his blessings on all. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

 

AND… 

Dolly Dastur, Editor of FEZANA Journal had a very inspiring Nowruz message. It is shared with the hope you will like it 

too: 

Nowruz is once again upon us. 

The rebirth of the nature reminds us to re-evaluate our lives and realign ourselves with all that is right and good since 

that is the only way to happiness. 

May we succeed in finding what is right individually and as a community. 

Nowruz Pirooz. 

Dolly Dastoor 

 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Editor:  Sunnu F Golwalla 

Despatch: Last Saturday of the month. 

Previous Issues:  www.banumandal.com/what’s on 

Change of email: inform on kzbm1912@gmail.com to ensure continuity of receipt of newsletter. 

Input from Community Members only: on kzbm1912@gmail.com latest by last Thursday of the month. If received 

later it will be placed in the following issue. 

To unsubscribe:  Write UNSUBSCRIBE in subject line and email to kzbm1912@gmail.com 

 
 
For noting in your diary: 

http://www.banumandal.com/what's
mailto:kzbm1912@gmail.com
mailto:kzbm1912@gmail.com


Day/Date Time Venue Event and its details 

Every day Whenever 
possible 

Own home Send out positive thoughts / send money to reliable sources 
who assist the needy / stay in touch with family and friends / 
/ listen to music / pursue a hobby…… 

    

Every day 6pm Own home Hambaandagi:  5 Yatha and 3 Ashem 

    

    

 
  

 

 


