
April 2019 
 
KZBM PROGRAMME 
Picnic at the Turtle Beach 

Sunday 14 April 2019 

 
Sunshine and blue sky! Time to relax on the beach and enjoy the refreshing water, with your family and friends. Due to 
space constraint, the first 100 names will be accepted, so hurry up and buy your tickets! 
  
Kindly bring your own breakfast, water/soft drink, pens for tambola game and mats to sit on. To protect from the 
sun, carry your own caps/hats and sunscreen lotion.  
  
Please inform the ticket sellers if you need transport, so arrangements are made accordingly. You may travel in your 
own car if you wish. 
  
 Venue:  Hut No. A-77, Turtle Beach 

   
Time: 9:30 am sharp coaster will leave from KPI  
Tickets:   Rs 1,000  :   Children 4-10 years Rs 500/-   :  Children under 3 years will be free. 
Tambola card will be sold at Rs 50/- 

Last Date: Monday 8 April 2019 till 1 pm. 

 

 

Z-CLIPS 
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Maju meets our President, PM and FM  

Marazban Soli Mavalvala better known to all as Maju, an all-round sportsman, recently showed another side of his 

attributes.  

On 7th February 2019 he was invited to be part of an 11-member delegation to visit Islamabad which included 

representatives of eminent American and International companies. He had the opportunity of meeting the President, 



Prime Minister and the Finance Minister of our country as well as the Ambassador of the US, during which time Maju 

discussed the policies governing the much-needed foreign investment in Pakistan, giving suggestions which would 

ensure investors the “ease of doing business” in Pakistan. 

The Prime Minister during this meeting did inquire from Maju about the Parsis of Pakistan. – Toxy Cowasjee 

 

 

Top: with the President Dr Arif Alvi (in grey suit in centre),  Maju 6th from right 
Above from left: with the Prime Minister Imran Khan (Maju on right)   AND   with the Finance Minister Asad Umer (3rd 
from left and Maju 5th from left) 
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BEAUTY, BEAST AND BVS 

 



Imagine trying to control and coordinate 525 schoolboys (grade 1 till 5) into a well-knit and superbly produced 

adaptation of Beauty and the Beast? Well it was seamlessly achieved by the BVS Parsi High School’s Primary Section. 

What blood, sweat and tears must have gone into this effort, one can only wonder. A curious fact is that the total 

production of all boys cast was handled admirably by all ladies. Quite fascinating!!   

All five hundred and twenty-five boys performed their roles flawlessly, enthralling the audience, and the star of the 

show was Muhammad Sarim Zahid who played Belle, the Beauty. He could sing, dance with a sway, enunciate his lines 

with utmost clarity and top it all, looked pretty!! Not to mention some of the others in female dresses who could easily 

pass off as the daintier sex in their looks and actions. The choir was a treat in itself comprising only five- and six-year old 

boys. 

It was surely an accomplishment to arrange, direct and produce such a stellar performance of five- to ten-year-old, 

scene after scene, each boy having at least one appearance onstage, and clearly most of them were enjoying their role 

heartily. What camaraderie this concert must have built, not only between the students, but between the staff and their 

charges as well. It goes to the credit of the teachers and staff of the school who gave their best in time and talent, 

always strongly supported and encouraged by their effervescent Principal, Ms Kermin Parakh, ably assisted by Ms 

Perveen Pohwala, Headmistress of the Primary Section. 

Every scene was accompanied by hearty applause from the audience, and each scene was presented in a fresh manner 

and with smooth transition. The sound system can be a challenge in the open-air but was near perfect; professional-

grade lighting and Alan Menken’s sound track also lent authenticity to the play.  

It was a treat for all the spectators, and a high-flying success achieved by all the organisers and workers involved. The 

School concert seems to be getting better, polished and more flamboyant every year. Kudos all round! 

BRAVO BVS!! 

Ronnie Dubash 
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Shernaz Engineer nominated for 
‘Women who make London great’ Award 

Sadiq Khan the Mayor of London believes that “Women make extraordinary 

contributions to their communities and London, but they’re not always recognized.”  

He has therefore created “Hidden Credits campaign” which is crowd-sourced 

celebration of fantastic women from all backgrounds.  

Shernaz Engineer - who grew up in Karachi and has been living in the UK since her 

youth -  has also been nominated for this Award.  She is the Chair of World Zoroastrian 

Chamber of Commerce – UK Chapter and, professionally has been in ‘recruitment’ 

(which is advertising, shortlisting, selecting and appointing suitable candidates for 

jobs). 

She wears many other hats: Is the Trustee of ‘Learning for Life’, a charity that assists disadvantaged children to acquire 

education in remote areas of Nepal, Bangladesh and India; Board Member of ‘Asian Women’s Resource Centre’ which 

assists women experiencing domestic violence and forced marriages; and is also a Trustee of ‘Tamasha Theatre’ a 

touring-theatre company which showcases contemporary Britain. 
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Bhandara Atash Kadeh in Houston 
Inaugurated on 23 March 2019 

 
The beautiful building has been designed by Cyrus Rivetna and built with munificent donation of Feroze and Shernaz 

Bhandara, in the compound of Zoroastrian Centre in Houston. 

The inauguration on 23rd March 2019 was preceded by four days of ceremonies and festivities commencing with a ‘Haft 

Sheen’ table, and continuing with hambandagi, candle light procession and Vendidad.  

An exhibition of artefacts loaned by Zoroastrian families in Houston aptly titled ‘A Walk Down Memory Lane’, was 

hosted by FIRES: FEZANA Information Research Education System and, was curated by FIRES’ co-Chair Aban Rustomji (if I 

may add originally from Quetta). That evening Bapsi Sidhwa – the internationally acclaimed author - and sister of Firoze 

Bhandara also regaled the audience with personal anecdotes of them growing up and shared what motivated her 

brother and bhabi to make this magnificent donation. 

On the 23rd evening was a grand gala dinner with 640 persons participating, but THE final celebration was the next 

morning on Sunday 24th March with Avan Yazd Prab jashan for quiet contemplation 
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Our own Saddar Parsi Agiary 

Celebrated its 171st year of founding 

Most of you readers must have seen the beautiful pictures of the celebration and perhaps also know that major credit 

for the festoons, lights, pictures and all other celebratory preparation were mainly thanks to Narius Dadi Banaji, the 

caretaker of the Agiary - no doubt with the encouragement and support of the managing committee and a major donor. 

The 171st year of the founding of the Hirjibhoy Jamshedji Behrana Dar-e-Meher was celebrated with a jashan and lights 

in the evening. Couple of pictures of the many taken on the occasion are included here. 

For the interest of those who would like to know a bit of history here are some details:  Hirjibhoy Behrana consecrated 

a Dare-e-Mehr in his own house on 3rdMay 1848 but on his demise his widow Meherbai, per her husband’s wish, had an 

independent agiary built opposite their own home and it was opened on 27th April 1875. 



With time and growing need the agiary was completely renovated and a second storey was added by Ardeshir Homusji 

Mama in memory of his father.  The renovated building as it stands today was opened on 15th August 1918. Minwalla 

Hall was added at the back of the new building in 1947, by Cyrus Minwalla in memory of his parents. 

 

 

 
 
MILESTONES   
Navjote 
Feroza, daughter of Armeen & Adil Vakil on 10 March 

 

Lagan 
Khursheed, daughter of Jasmine Gamwalla   AND  Dinyar, son of  Shehnaz & Sarosh Virji on 15 March 

 

Maran 
Ex-Karachiite: Freany Kawas(Kali) Khumbatta, wife of Kali Minocher Khumbatta, mother of Kershaw and Farah 

Khumbatta, Mother in-law of Nazneen Kershaw Khumbatta, sister of (late) Noshir, (late) Homi Dossabhoy Billimoria 

(UK), (late) Goolu Phiroze Bharucha and Perin Homi Dubash (UK),  aunt of Nergish (Tini) Roy Patel, Zarin Roy Colabewala 

(UK), Mehra Zubin Hansotia (Canada), (late) Rumi Edul Khumbatta, Diana Cyrus Magol (UAE), Shermeen Jal Kaikobad and 

Hiru Adil Divecha (UK) on 24 February in Houston, Texas 

Shahbehram Mehergan Mehri, husband of Roshan Mehri **, father of Shahram, Shahzad, Shirin and Sharmeen Mehri, 

father in-law of Afsoon Bakhtiari on 28 February 

**Roshan has been the Mandal’s Honorary Treasurer since 1995 and has continued to serve on this expertise- 

and attention-demanding position, despite her being the Chairlady of Parsi General Hospital, President of 

Karachi Parsi Institute and committee member of Mama Parsi School. Her sudden loss has grieved the entire 

community here and the Mandal expresses its deepest sympathies to dear Roshan and her entire family. 

Garothman Behest to Shahbehram. 

Ex-Karachiite: Goola Cavas Shroff, wife of (late) Cavas D Shroff, mother of Yasmin Kharas & Avan Shroff and mother-in-

law of Ron Kharas, sister in-law of Daulet Shroff & Freny Shroff on 1 March in Toronto, Canada 



Ex-Karachiite: Sohrab Rustom Mirza, husband of Yasmin Mirza, father of Shaun and Cyrus, father in-law of Shaan 

Kandawalla on 2 March in Irvine, California 

Rati Cooper, daughter of (late) Framroze Cooper and sister of Perin Boga on 8 March in Lahore 

Dr Nausherwan Shavax Mistri, son of (late) Nergis and Dr Shavax Nusserwanji Mistri, husband of Vinkey, father of 

Sarosh & Meher and Shireen & Numair, on 10 March 

Vera Naoroze Dastur, wife of (late) Naoroze (Naval) Dastur, mother of Natasha, Jean-Claude, Philip, Sonia and sister of 

Goshi, Arnaz, (late) Aban, Mitho and Happy on 15 March 

Ex-Karachiite: Sam Nargolwalla, brother of Nari Nargolwalla, Mani Pacy Divecha, Dinaz Shahrukh Rustomji, (late) Feroze 

Nargolwalla on March 15 in Toronto, Canada 

Ex-Karachiite: Aimee Karanjia, wife of (late) Jehangir Karanjia, mother of Darius and Jamshid, mother in-law of Coombi 

and Anita, on March 20, 2019 in Toronto, Canada 

Aban Jamshed Karanjia, wife of (late) Jamshed C Karanjia, mother of Pervaiz & Dilshad Karanjia (USA), Meher & Cyrus 

Karanjia and Dilnawaz & Homiyar Patel on 24 March  

Homi Khudamurad Irani, husband of (late) Mahrukh Irani, father of Afshad Irani and Anushka Namiranian, grand- father 

of Usphan and Nasha, brother of Rustom, Baji and Banu Irani, Nargis Canteenwalla, Shahnaz Hansotia, Dolly 

Trombaywalla, Kashmira Shirazi, (late) Tehmurasp Irani and (late) Farida Murad on 24 March 

 

 

POSTINGS 

`GIANT' Road Racer Bicycle. Carbon Fiber. Sparingly used 
Please contact Mazdi Ogra on Mobile: 0334 3466301 for details. 
 
 
Shermeen Jal, 71/72 Jamshed Bagh 
Mobile: 0345-2726521 
She has returned to Karachi with 32+ years of experience, tutoring in English, Science and Math to students from class 

3 upto O' level (Business Studies, English & General Paper).  Also, Adult Education, Special Education (for children & 

adults) and IELTS tutoring. 

She also caters from her kitchen:  Kebabs and Dhansak   /   Qeema Potato Pattice   /   Scotch Eggs: green chutney with 

egg n Potatoes   /   Curry Rice - prawn, chicken or meat   /   Qeema Parsi style with crispy potato sticks  /   Chicken with 

gravy and fried potatoes /   Achari Aloo with Qasuri Methi  /  Tomato per eddu   /   Potatoes per eddu  /   Ravo   /   Sweet 

Dahi   /   Green Chutney packets. 

 

You love books? 
Here is a link for free online books: 
 
https://issuu.com/loboestepario22/docs/stretching_exercises_encyclopedia_b 

 
Courtesy:  Cowas Sidhwa 
 

http://www.catholic-cemeteries.com/obituary/sam-nargolwalla/
http://www.catholic-cemeteries.com/obituary/sam-nargolwalla/
https://issuu.com/loboestepario22/docs/stretching_exercises_encyclopedia_b
https://issuu.com/loboestepario22/docs/stretching_exercises_encyclopedia_b
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WHAT’S MORE 
GOOD LIFE 
Seniors take this cautionary advice: 

1. Hold the bannister when climbing stairs. 

2. Do not move your head suddenly. 

3. Do not walk backwards. 

4. Wear your pants sitting down. 

5. Do not get up fast from bed. Wait a while. 

6. Do not sit up when lying on your back. Turn to the side and then get up. 

7. Do not bend from waist to lift weight. Bend your knees or half squat. 

8. Do not over force defecation. Let it come naturally.  

 

One more important thing: be active and think positive, because after many years of hard work, it's now time to enjoy 

life and relax.  

 

 
AND… 
How about a ‘brain teaser’ this month: 
 

 
  

Send your answer to kzbm1912@gmail.com  Names of persons with correct answers will be announced in the next 

month’s issue. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 

Editor:  Sunnu F Golwalla 

Despatch: Last Saturday of the month. 

Previous Issues:  www.banumandal.com/what’s on 

mailto:kzbm1912@gmail.com
mailto:kzbm1912@gmail.com
http://www.banumandal.com/what's
http://www.banumandal.com/what's


Change of email: inform on kzbm1912@gmail.com to ensure continuity of receipt of newsletter. 

Input from Community Members only: on kzbm1912@gmail.com latest by last Thursday of the month. If received 

later it will be placed in the following issue. 

To unsubscribe:  Write UNSUBSCRIBE in subject line and email to kzbm1912@gmail.com 

 

 
 
For noting in your diary: 

Day/Date Time Venue Event and its details 

    

Sun 14 April 9:30 am from 
KPI 

Turtle Beach KZBM picnic  Rs 1000 :   Rs 500 children 4-10 years : Under 3 
years free.   Last date Mon 8 Apr till 1 pm 

Sun 7 April 5:30 pm Avari Towers Rashna Gazder’s Fund raiser for Parsi General Hospital 
Rs 2,000 per ticket 
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